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     Happiest of Holidays! I was contemplating on how far CPA/Idaho 
has come. Just a few years ago, we were little known –a branch of a 
larger, well established, well respected organization and I had this 
“dream” to help cats and dogs in Idaho, my new home. And WOW—
look at us today! Lots of members and volunteers, all wanting to help 
very needy animals in our community. I am so grateful that there 
are others who have the same “vision” as I. It’s so sad to see what 
irresponsible people have done to these little loving creatures.  
      Oh, the stories I’ve heard…people not knowing what to do so 
they dump their “pet” in field thinking… he’s smart, he’ll survive.  
Nah, most cases, not true. Your pet is lost, looking frantically for 
ways to find you. It’s cold, the weather has changed and food is 
scarce. Tons of enemies lurk behind and above trees. Where’s 
water? It’s cold and hiding in a bush is good for a short time, but 
then it’s time to go fen for yourself. The World can be cold and 
cruel and unfair. These animals never asked to be born.  
     So, ok, we have this problem. Now what to do? The only thing to 
do, really, truly, is to spay and neuter. Don’t let your pet have “just 
one litter”. It’s never just ONE because, by the time you get it 
together to get the now 8 animals fixed (average per litter plus 
Mom and Dad), it’s expensive and time consuming. So, we are here to 
get the word out and to help! Plus, of course besides the 
“responsible” part of lowering the animal population, the added 
benefit is that they calm down, spray less (or not at all), are 
healthier, stay closer to home and don’t howl as much, looking to 
procreate with the opposite sex. 
     And if your pet is already fixed, perhaps you are here to help 
well, in just a different sort of way. A donation, small or large will 
help animals and make a HUGE difference with lowering the 
unwanted ENORMOUS over-population problem we have.  
    So, please, last request for the year, make the best donation you 
can, knowing full well that we are an honorable group who will put 
EACH and EVERY donation to its best use possible and help as many 
cats/dogs as we can.  
     We held our first Vaccine/Microchipping Clinic in Rathdrum last 
month.  It was a little hectic (see the photos on our website!) but 81 
animals got microchipped, 96 had rabies shots, 52 dogs and 25 cats 
had combos! If you weren’t able to attend, we are planning another 
clinic in January so perhaps we will see you at that one! It’s only $10 
to microchip and there is NO annual fee—just that 1x charge. And, 
the chip can be “read” universally by all other microchip readers! 
     Our food bank is running beautifully and I give HUGE THANKS  
 
 
        

 
                            
 

In the first 11 months of 2006,  
we have helped 

      Spay/Neuter 
                   Over 2010 

cats/dogs! 
ALL BECAUSE OF YOU! 

YOU have helped save MILLIONS of unwanted  
cats & dogs from being born into a world that 

didn’t want to/couldn’t care for them! 

WOWOWOWOWOWOWOW! 
WE DID IT! WE ALREADY MET THIS 
  YEARS’ GOAL!!! BECAUSE OF YOU! 

THIS YEAR’S GOAL was… 

 2006 Spays/Neuters for the Year 2006! 
           OBVOIUSLY… YOUR DONATION  
    REALLY DID MAKE A DIFFERENCE! ☺☺☺☺                    
Please send your tax-deductible donation to: 
                   CPA                              even 
            PO BOX 359       WE CAN ↑DO MORE! 
         Rathdrum, ID  83858 
WE CAN HELP A LOT OF CATS & DOGS! 
THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 

 

         
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
to Candice Fry and all the wonderful people at the Rathdrum Food  
Bank for making sure the food gets to where it needs to go… 
hungry animals! I am so happy when I know a pet will have food  
and we can alleviate some financial tension in the household  
especially during the holidays. It’s hard for a lot of people. Again,  
the deal is, the pet has to be fixed, and we can help with that,  
when our funds allow. 
     Well, we made our goal again –which in itself is TREMENDOUS  
and SUPERB!!!! My thanks go to each and every one of you. TRUTH. 
Without us all doing our part, it couldn’t be done. So, after all  
this, if you or anyone you know needs help, please call. We’re here. 
Sometimes shorter on funds than other times. But when the funds 
come in, and people need them, we use them. Simple as that! Please 
consider helping cats & dogs in our community! Thanks to all  
of you &… Happy Holidays to you, your family & your wonderful  
               furry family members, from everyone at CPA!!  
         P.S. Kiss your pets for us! 
 
 

                Ami JoAmi JoAmi JoAmi Jo♥ 
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PLEASE SAVE YOUR UNWANTED ITEMS! 
CPA will be holding our 2nd Annual Garage Sale 

 in Spring and we need your help!! 
 Please save all your unwanted items that you think would be 

beneficial for our event!  
All proceeds go to helping cats and dogs with reducing 

the unwanted population in our community!  
If you have items to donate and/or would like to participate 

with us in this event, please contact  
Renee @ 660-5619 after 6pm! 

.  

 

       WE WANT TO HELP YOU! 
Do you or anyone you know need assistance 
with spaying or neutering a cat or dog? 
          Please call Ami Jo @  687-5054 

      WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!!!! 
Our goal is to never turn away a person  
    who has requested our assistance! 

   

CAT SCRATCH FEVER –by Nikki Donaldson 
     Cats scratch to mark their territory, scratch to play & 
scratch while stretching. The act of scratching removes 
frayed and worn outer claws, revealing new, sharper ones. 
     There are several ways to deter cats from damaging your 
property! 
     Provide them with a variety of scratching posts, using 
materials such a cardboard, wood, carpet, and upholstery 
(many materials can be found at your local thrift-shops!) Try 
wrapping sisal rope around wood for an excellent scratching 
surface at a fraction of what a sisal post would cost at the 
store. Some cats like their post to be vertical, some 
horizontal, some slanted. Make sure your scratching posts 
are sturdy and long enough that your cat can stretch fully 
when using it. This may take some doing, but finding your 
cat’s preference could save time and $ in the long run. 
     Encourage your cat/s to investigate the posts by 
scenting them with catnip or hanging toys at the top, placing 
posts where cats would be interested. Discourage 
inappropriate scratching by removing or covering desirable 
objects in your home. Speakers can be turned toward a wall. 
Try using the pokey side of a carpet protector or something 
with a really slick surface. Place the posts near where cats 
have already scratched. 
     Clip your cat’s nails regularly (don’t fear…it’s easy if you 
hold the cat in a towel) or use plastic caps that attach with 
adhesive. These help prevent damage.  
    Declawing is actually AMPUTATION to the first 
knuckle & EXTREMELY PAINFUL!  Once you have declawed 
your cat, she can’t defend herself or climb trees. 
                    Thank you Nikki for sharing this info! 

 
 

Don’t forget your pet this holiday season! What about a fabulous shiny new pet tag?  Enclosed you’ll find a pet tag form!  
We make them ourselves and the turn-around is SUPER fast!  What about a family member or friend that wants a  
medical alert bracelet, ID bracelet or GI tag? WE CAN DO IT ALL! Even a fun license plate frame to 
cause the person behind you to laugh! WE DO THAT TOO! Also, for someone who has “EVERYTHING”,  
a donation to CPA for an animal in need is a wonderful gift. We’ll send them a beautiful card in  
their honor! Happy Holidays to all! 
 

Please donate your old cell phones!    
We have an on-going fundraiser and we can get $$$ 
for them! You keep the “chip” that stores your personal  
information and please give us the phone! This will really help us! 
Please call Ami Jo @687-5054 for more info! Thank You!  
      Or, you can just throw it (them) in the mail to 
CPA, PO BOX 359, Rathdrum, ID  83858 THANK YOU! 

  

             WOW! WOW! WOW! WOW! 

          GIGANTIC THANK YOU’S to… 
         TARGET STORES & PURINA 

            for all the great ,very needy pet food donations!   
                      WE APPRECIATE YOU! Thank you! ☺ 

 

 

 

 

 

Is your pet prepared for a disaster? 
It’s a tough thing to think about but necessary. Does your pet 
have a tag? Microchipped? Do you have extra pet food, water 
and any extra needed pet medications? Think about preparing 
your well-built pet carrier. Tape all important information 
(even an out-of-state emergency telephone number) to the 
outside of the carrier in a waterproof bag. Include your 
Veterinarians info and all current vaccine/medical info. Have a 
very sturdy leash or harness. Keep current photos of your pet 
easily accessible. It’s something we think might never happen 
but, better to be safe than … you know.  
NOTE: In January 2007, we will be holding a super low cost 
vaccine/microchip clinic for cats and dogs! Either call us in  

January at 687-5054 or look for our ad in the  
Nickels’ Worth for additional info!  

 

FYI… 
The cost for printing and mailing our newsletters comes from a grant 

received specifically for this purpose. Not one penny of your donation is 
used for stamps or printing. 100% of your donation goes to helping an 

animal have spay/neuter surgery.  Just an FYI… ☺☺☺☺ 

A HUGE Thank you to all the Volunteers who helped at 
our Vaccine Clinic in Rathdrum… 
Adrienne, Candice Linda, Pam, Pat, Penny Renee, 
Sheri, Susan, Tina, Terri, and Dr. McKelvey & Terrah!!! 
(Hope I didn’t forget anyone!!! If so, I’m sorry….) 

IT’S COLD! 
Please allow 

your pet inside! 

A sad goodbye to Lakeland Litter Control in Rathdrum. Dr. McKelvey 
has retired and Terrah now works at Rathdrum Animal Clinic! Thank 
you for everything you did for us and the animals! We’ll miss you very 
much! 
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If you’re a neurotic loving dog owner like I am, the 
moment you notice your dog is lost, the sky falls. The 
world becomes gray and time moves in slow motion. 
There’s no room in your mind for any other thoughts. You 
can only focus on your missing love. Total panic. Your 
mind takes you to the darkest places. The world is 
HUGE, evil people steal and torture, laboratories 
experiment, cars hit and kill and predators attack. If 
you have a collar and tag on your dog you might have a 
little hope. If you have a chip in your dog you pray an 
intelligent person finds him and takes him to a 
veterinarian or to a shelter that will scan him. But it all 
feels so scary, so big, and so horrible. You feel more lost 
than your dog probably does. But not always. 
   Bibi was special. She was an 8-year-old silver poodle 
mix. She was given to me as a gift by a famous dog 
trainer because she had just retired as a performing 
dog. She knew a million tricks and loved everyone – kids 
especially. She needed a safe loving home where she 
could spend the rest of her life. She was shipped from 
New York to my house in LA. Today was her first day and 
we were just getting to know each other. Our family was 
thrilled to have her.  
   While I gave her a bath, I talked to her, touched her, 
and began to understand who she was. Although she 
seemed calm, I could feel her distance. We weren’t 
connected yet and she seemed so lost. It would take 
some time for us to feel at home with each other. I 
finished drying her and put her in my completely 
enclosed dog-proofed backyard. I have been training 
dogs for years and no dog has ever escaped. I left her to 
explore the new smells, to drink some water, and to 
relieve herself. It was winter and night was beginning to 
fall so I didn’t leave her out for long. It might have been 
20 minutes. 
   I open the back door and call for her to come. No 
response. I go out into the patio area and search 
everywhere. No Bibi. This is impossible. I can begin to 
feel my heart beat. I feel shocky, and it’s beginning to 
register that something is terribly wrong. I call for help. 
Has anyone seen her? No. My husband and 2 children 
begin to help me look. Front yard. Back yard. Upstairs. 
Downstairs. Basement. Bathrooms. Under couches. 
Closets. Bushes. Hillsides.  Has anyone opened a gate? 
No. Nothing. To make matters worse, I hadn’t put her 
collar back on after I bathed her. 
  Now we begin to search the streets. We live in the hills 
and we call at the top of our lungs and whistle endlessly. 
We stop people walking by. Has anyone seen her? No. It 
is beginning to get dark and I feel a drizzle. The rain is 
coming soon. The predators will come out anytime now. 
Coyotes are a common sight at dusk. She is the perfect 
size for a meal. I am in a panic. Bibi doesn’t know my 

 
home, she doesn’t know me, and she is gone. NO 
IDENTIFICATION!!!  We’re all searching and shouting and 
now I’m crying. Those awful dark feelings of fear and 
despair descend upon me. An hour and a half has passed. 
Now it’s completely black outside. No Bibi. I get in the car. 
I feel so stupid and so irresponsible. How could this 
happen to ME? Bibi is highly trained so she surely knows 
her name but she isn’t coming to us. My husband is 
scouring the neighborhood. The children are frantically 
searching the house. 
   I start to drive. I can feel my world falling apart. I’m 
sobbing and can hardly see through my tears. I drive up 
and down empty side streets, window open, rain falling on 
my face, hoping. There’s no traffic. It’s all quiet. No 
movement. Now I start to pray and negotiate with God. If 
you help me find Bibi I promise to…. I think I promised 
everything. I might have sold my soul. Anything to get her 
back. It feels like I’m looking for a needle in a haystack. I 
fear doom. 
   And then something happens that can only be described 
as serendipity. I see a random man who has just parked his 
car and is walking across the street in front of me. I am 
many blocks away from my house. I put on the breaks and 
speak to him. I can hardly talk and the tears are pouring 
down my face. He’s the only person I have stopped while I 
am driving. I have no idea why. I say to him, “If you ever 
see a gray dog”.  That’s all I can say before he interrupts 
me. He says, “I have her in my house. I just went to get 
her dog food. She’s so sweet.” I was speechless. My mouth 
fell open and time stopped. For a split second it was too 
bizarre to be true. Very Twilight Zone. This stranger and 
I made an almost instant unspoken connection. Somehow 
we both just knew. It was so mysterious and so eerie. 
What are the chances of that happening? Never? A zillion 
to one? I think I began to cry even more. I was so 
grateful. I was living one of those stories you read about 
but don’t really believe. Believe. 
   Sometimes there are no explanations in the universe. 
Wonderful things just happen. Your darkest moments 
become gifts of a wake up call. They’re life changing.  So 
many of my negative thoughts and doubts flew out the 
window that night. The world isn’t so big. We are 
surrounded by love, luck and magical moments. People are 
good and have huge hearts. I see life differently now. 
There is always hope. 
   Bibi was fine. No one told me that she was an escape 
artist until after I found her. We figured out that in 
order for her to escape she had to climb a 5’ flat wall, 
scale a 6’ fence and jump over extremely dense brush. I 
sent Bibi safely back to New York the next day. She lived 
happily ever after in a small quiet home. I am still 
recovering. I feel so lucky. 
                                                                             

         Gina G., Dog Trainer 
 

Gina G., the Bone-a-Fide Genius, has been listed in Los Angeles 

Magazine under the”Best Kept Secret, best dog trainer”            
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PLEASE HELP CATS & DOGS! 
Your donation of any amount and your membership 
to CPA means A LOT to us and the animals! 
 
NAME: ________________________________ 

 
ADDRESS: _____________________________ 
                  ______________________________ 
PHONE:  ______________  
E-Mail: ____________________ 

I’d like to volunteer! Please call me! _________ 
                I’d like to foster care a dog ____ cat ____      
        DONATION AMOUNT: $_____  
                     to be used for a cat___ dog___ 

         Anywhere needed ___ 
 
 
        Type of membership (Please "x") 
      Individual: $20 __   Family: $35 ___                                                                  

Friend: $50 ___ Supporter: $100 ___ 
               Lifetime Member: $250 ___ 
             Other: $____ 
 
 
 

 
 

Concerned People for Animals, Inc. 
P.O. Box 359 
Rathdrum, ID  83858 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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          Our Holiday Wish List! 
                 Please help! 

� Live Humane Animal Traps 
� .39 Postage Stamps!!!!!!! 
� Colored Copy Paper 
� #10 Envelopes 
� Cat & Dog Food 
� Monetary Donations to help needy  
      animals! 
� Old Cell Phones 
� Homes for Cats! 
 

 

                      Our address: 
   Concerned People for Animals, Inc. 
                      P.O. Box359 
                          Our phone:  
                      208-687-5054 
 
 

We are an all volunteer,non paid,non-profit organization. 
100% of your tax-deductible donation goes directly to helping animals! TRUTH! THANK YOU VERY MUCH! 

 

    Please visit our website at  www.concernedpeopleforanimals.org/idaho 

           ___   Postage has increased! My canceled check will be   
                 my receipt. Please don’t send me a thank you letter! 

 

Average cost for a cat 
spay is $55 / a cat 
neuter is $35/ dog spay 
is $80/ dog neuter is 
$75. This is the average 
cost. Sometimes less, 

but mostly more. � 

♥ ♥ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

If you shop on the internet, please use www.iGive.com 
and list CPA as your charity of choice. It costs you 
NOTHING and we get a percentage of your purchase! 


